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DOG AMENDMENT (STOP PUPPY FARMING) BILL 2020 
124. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Local Government: 
I refer to a decision that the Western Australian Local Government Association State Council made on 4 March to 
a request that the minister withdraw the Dog Amendment (Stop Puppy Farming) Bill 2020 and consult more 
appropriately. Will the minister withdraw the bill, as requested by the local government sector? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. No, we will not. The government came to power with a specific 
promise and a specific election commitment, and that was that we believe puppy farming is an abhorrent practice 
that we want to stamp out and ensure is not allowed to continue in Western Australia. Over the last year and a bit, 
we have had extensive consultation with stakeholders, including the WALGAs of the world and a range of others, 
about our election commitment. We want to stop puppy farming in Western Australia. We want to make sure that 
inappropriate, cruel practices to canines are ruled out. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, face the Chair. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: We will make sure that when we bring on the legislation for debate—we have now 
second read it into Parliament—we will put forward the reasons that we believe it is an important policy position. 
The member and his party will decide whether or not they support bringing an end to this practice or whether they 
will endorse it. We will continue to have discussions with the various stakeholders. I am aware that there are concerns 
from Dogs West, for example, and others, but I want to assure members of this: we made an election commitment — 
Mr V.A. Catania: You’re a cat lover, aren’t you? 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: What was that? 
Mr V.A. Catania: You’re a cat lover. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: We made an election commitment that we took to the election and, unless I am wrong, 
we were reasonably accepted as a government. We have had extensive consultation. In fact, I have to tell members 
that the consultation on this policy position included nearly 5 000 responses from across Western Australia and 
the sector. In our view, we are proposing a series of reasonable measures to ensure that we will address the issue 
of puppy farming in Western Australia. We will ensure that we protect the interests of puppies and, of course, the 
production, or the birthing, of puppies so that when people in Western Australia purchase a puppy, they will have 
assurances about the origins of that pup and a greater understanding that when they invest money in a pet, they 
will indeed get what they paid for. That is why a registration system makes sense. It makes sense to put in place 
measures so that we can ensure a pup can be tracked from birth and, ultimately, to its death. That is the principle 
of the legislation and we stand by it. We will keep having discussions with the stakeholders—we are not afraid to 
do that—but we made an election commitment and we will deliver on it. 
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